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The best bird of the trip 

Altogether we saw 142 species of birds.  40 species were seen only once.  There was no 

obvious winner in terms of popularity, but Bearded Tit and Wryneck both received two votes 

each as oppose to one vote for all other species.  

 
   
 Gillian – Bearded Tit 
 Mike L. – Bearded Tit  
 Sue – Wryneck 
 Bozena – Wryneck (and its nest) 
 Brian – Red-footed Falcon   
 Jim – Booted Warbler 
 Tim – Coloured Flycatcher  
 Hilary – Bittern  
 John – Golden Oriole  
 Lesley – Penduline Tit (and its nest) 
 Dorothy – Roller 
 Mike B. –  Bluethroat 
   
  

 

The most memorable moment 

Seeing about 20 foraging Red-footed Falcons above a farmer’s field remained the most 

memorable moment for the majority of the group.   

  
 Dorothy –Foraging Red-footed Falcons in a farmer’s field on day 2  
 Gillian – Foraging Red-footed Falcons in a farmer’s field on day 2  
 Mike L. – Foraging Red-footed Falcons in a farmer’s field on day 2  
 Brian – Foraging Red-footed Falcons in a farmer’s field on day 2 
 Jim – Foraging Red-footed Falcons in a farmer’s field on day 2 
 Tim – Foraging Red-footed Falcons in a farmer’s field on day 2 
 Bozena – Foraging Red-footed Falcons in a farmer’s field on day 2 
 Sue – A silhouette of Little Owl in the sun set 
 Hilary – A night encounter with a Nightjar 
 John – Seeing a Booted Warbler 
 Lesley – Seeing a Wryneck 
 Mike B. – An encounter with a White-tailed Eagle 
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Itinerary 

Day 1  22 May, Wednesday 
 
We all met up in Amsterdam and, after an hour’s flight, we arrived in Budapest at 16:35.  Our 
check-in bags already waited for us as we stepped down from the plane.  One by one, the 
members of the group emerged to the welcoming faces of Jim, who arrived two hours earlier, 
and Balazs, our local guide.     
As we were leaving the airport, we made a brief stop at an adjacent grass lawn to look for 
European Souslik, which inhabits the area.  Unfortunately, they were nowhere to be seen.     

The journey took us through green fields and mostly flat landscape.  We quickly made a list 
of our first birds.  Those included Marsh and Montagu’s Harriers, Bee-eater, Lapwing, Saker 
Falcon, Collared and Turtle Doves, Lapwing, Blue-headed and White Wagtails, Roller, 
Magpie and Starling, amongst others.  We were astounded by the number of Common 
Bustards close to the road and by the time we reached our destination, 20 Bustards have been 
seen.  We diverted slightly to visit the territory of an 
Imperial Eagle, and made a brief stop by the side of the 
road to get a perfect view of this majestic bird. 

We arrived at chalet-type accommodation on the 
outskirts of Tiszafured village.  Following the 
allocation to our rooms and after refreshing ourselves, 
we were on our way to a restaurant in the village for an 
evening meal. 

Cold bear and our first taste of Hungarian wine put 
everybody in a holiday mood.  We had bullion soup with noodles for a starter and pork with 
mushrooms and dumplings for the main course.  A fruit salad with almonds and raisins, 
topped with light cream, complemented the meal well. 

It was here that we tried in vain to learn our driver’s name.  Lajos, discouraged by our 
fruitless attempts, shortened his name to Loli, and so the Hungarian duo was christened “ Loli 
and Boli” Tour. 

A quick inventory of the birds seen today produced a surprising list of 33 species, with 
Imperial Eagle, Saker Falcon and Green Woodpecker seen only today on this trip.   

Tired but content, we parted to our beds. 

 

Day 2     23 May, Thursday 

We had a leisurely breakfast at 8:00 am, but Tim, Brian and Jim managed to get up earlier 
and had a little stroll around the hotel premises.  To envy of some of us, they saw a number of 
exciting species, including Wryneck, Serin, Nightingale, Red-backed Shrike, Greenfinch, 
Red Blackstart, Goldfinch and Grey Heron, amongst others.  

Covering 82,000 hectares, Hortobagy National Park is the largest grass steppe in 
Europe.  It has been a UNESCO World Heritage site since 1999. 
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John was not feeling well this morning, so he decided to stay in the hotel.  As we left the 
hotel and headed towards the Hortobagy National Park, the first birds encountered were 
White Stork and a juvenile Marsh Harrier. 

We stopped at the park’s entrance to purchase the permits, but had to hang around for half an 
hour to sort out the paper work.  We took the opportunity to stroll along the old salt work 
road.  Here, we had an interesting encounter with the Golden Oriole and our first Brown Hare 
generated some excitement, particularly as it came close.  A small lake in the distance was 
full of waterfowl.  Soon a discussion ensued, led by Brian, on identification features between 
White-winged Black Tern and Black Tern, which were seen flying about.  Lapwing, Greylag 
Goose, Cormorant and Tree Sparrow were also seen here.  But, perhaps the most exciting was 
a sighting of a pair of rare Ferruginous Duck.  Another Brown Hare was also spotted on the 
opposite site of the wetland. Tim had a brief encounter with our first Red-footed Falcon and 
soon we all saw two females and a male perched on wires in the distance. 

The mud on the road got stuck to the soles of our shoes and it took 
us a while to find a suitable method to get rid of it completely, 
before entering a bus.  
Just as we finished, a 
Lesser Whitethroat started 
to sing in nearby bushes.  
Balazs’s lure worked well 
and soon we had the bird 
in full view.  

As we drove further, we 
made a brief stop to view 

12 Red-footed Falcons foraging on the grass next to 
piles of hay.  Marsh Harrier also appeared in the 
distance.  Further along, two Corn Buntings, Red-backed Shrike and a magnificent White-
tailed Eagle were admired in the distance. 

Our next stop was a breeding colony of Red-footed 
Falcons.  As we walked towards the colony, White-
winged Black and Whiskered Terns were seen foraging 
over the reeds in the distance.  The Red-footed Falcons 
bred in nest boxes provided for them (and also in a 
nearby rookery).  Birds were establishing their 
territories and each of the females sat next to a nest box.   
There were at least six pairs.  On the way back to the 
car, a Lesser Spotted Eagle soared above us high in the 
sky.   

The wind was strong and cold, so a visit to a newly 
established restaurant by the side of the road was a 
vital necessity.  The owner was a nice and friendly 
character and brewed an excellent coffee for us.  
Some of us though resisted it and had tea or juice 
instead.  

Warm and refreshed, we went to check on a Bee-
eaters colony.  Sadly, there were none due to 
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disturbance caused by some work in the area.  Instead, we were satisfied with good views of 
Night Heron, Spoonbill, Blue-headed Wagtail and White Stork.  Skylark was also trilling 
above the meadow and Corn Bunting was singing its heart out in the nearby tree.  Female 
Red-footed Falcon flew past us.  White Sticky Catchfly Silene viscosa and Creeping 
Yellowcress Rorippa sylvestris were also identified. 

Balazs pointed out “kurgans” to us; burial mounds that go back to the late Neolithic and the 
early Bronze Age.  There were 3000 of them in the past, but today only 5% survived and 
receive full protection.   

Just before we entered Hortobagy village, we saw three Great White Egrets, Common 
Buzzard, Red-footed Falcon, Marsh Harrier, Caspian Tern and Spoonbill.   

It was too cold for some of us, so only the more 
hardy had an al fresco lunch at the picnic area.  The 
rest of us were happy to consume lunch within the 
cosiness of the minibus.  A visit to a Tourist 
Information Centre followed.  Here, we bought maps, 
postcards and some souvenirs.  Some of us also 
visited a display of stuffed wildlife in the Hortobagy 
National Park and learnt a bit more about the park’s 
management, history and wildlife.   

We proceeded further 
along a bumpy road where another Marsh Harrier, Greylag 
Goose, Cormorant, Pygmy Cormorant, Squacco Heron, Swifts, 
Reed Bunting and 12 Red-footed Falcons were seen from the car.  
The culminating moment, however, came when we encountered 
about 20 Red-footed Falcons foraging above a field ploughed by 
a farmer.  The birds were flying about, hovering and landing on 
the ground from time to time.  What a sight it was! We were 
lucky to arrive at the right time to see this spectacle, which, for 
the majority, was later classed as the most memorable event of 
the trip.   

By pure chance, we came across a new ranger of the Hortobagy 
park and we arranged a rendezvous with him for the next day.   

Soon, we gathered on a bridge, where an excellent 360 degree view stretched over the 
wetlands and meadows.  A telescope was required for distant birds, but we managed to see 
Sedge Warbler, Garganey, White-tailed Eagle and a few White-winged Black Terns, 
Spoonbills, Black-winged Stilts and White Storks foraging.  Our first Great Bustard flew 
across a distant field, while Green Toads were serenading into the night.  It was getting 
bitterly cold so, after a while, we had to call it a day.  

As we drove back to the hotel, a brief stop generated a good view of three Ferruginous 
Ducks, Lapwing, Mallard, a few White-winged Back Terns and House Martins. 

We passed through a small village, where on the main street, White Storks were nesting on 
every available electric pole. While some of us tried to take pictures of them, Balazs went to 
check on a Syrian Woodpecker, which was seen here on numerous occasions in the past.   
Bird did not respond to the lure, so we pressed on.   

  5



We arrived to our accommodation in time to get ready for our evening meal.   John felt much 
better and joined us for dinner at 19:00.  Tonight, the menu consisted of a garlic soup, 
followed by chicken with croquet potatoes.  Delicious pancakes with walnut and chocolate 
sauce finished off the meal.  Red and white wine and beer complemented the meal well.  
Some members of the group were concerned about ticks, so availability of toilets on the tour 
became a topic of conversation.  Sue shared with us her only two al fresco “toilet” 
experiences and made us all laugh enormously, when she produced a vivid description of her 
encounter, first with a hunter and then a cruise liner which happened to pass at the same place 
and time as her.  Margaret added her own similar unfortunate experience in Tunisia.   

Altogether 70 species of birds were recorded today, with Golden Oriole, Lesser Grey Shrike, 
White-tailed Eagle, Red-footed Falcon, Lesser Whitethroat and perhaps Ferruginous Duck 
being the most memorable birds for the majority.  

 

 

Day 3     24 May, Friday 
 
Our rooms were conveniently situated on the edge of the hotel grounds, making birding 
particularly rewarding before breakfast.  Seeing a Wryneck caused great excitement this 
morning, because it was a lifer for some of us and it was nesting in a tree right in front of our 
chalets.  Brian, Tim, Mike B. and Jim ventured out earlier than the rest of us and produced a 
list of interesting species, including Red-backed Shrike, Blackcap, Golden Oriole, 
Nightingale, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Marsh Harrier, White Wagtail and Goldfinch, 
amongst others.  
After breakfast at 8:00, we headed for the Hortobagy National Park.  En route, we saw 
Kestrel, Common Buzzard, Crested Lark, Yellow Wagtail, White-winged Black Tern, two 
Roe Deer and witnessed a food pass by a pair of Marsh Harrier.   

We picked up the park’s ranger and continued through open fields.  Soon, we found ourselves 
in the vast expanse of the puszta. This is the country of the Great Bustard and we had to find 
a vantage point to have a good look to find them.  A walk through multicoloured grassland 
was rewarding and we picked up some interesting plants and butterflies.  Jim stayed behind, 
but soon was joined by Sue and Tim. 

On the top of a small hill, we had a view 
over the surrounding area, and gradually 
started to pick up Montegue’s Harrier, 
about 15 White-tailed Eagles soring high 
up in the sky, Corn Bunting, Yellow 
Wagtail, Red-backed Shrike and 
Whinchat.   

Calling Bittern and Quail added to the 
experience, and the excitement rose even 
further when a Roller flew across the 
field, giving us all a clear view.  
However, the apogee was reached when 

two Great Bustards finally were seen.  The grass was high and it was difficult to track them 
down, but they soon emerged in full glory and were admired by us all.  
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It was a warm, sunny day and butterflies were abundant including Swallowtail, Reverdin’s 
Blue, Eastern Bath White, Meadow Brown, Pale Clouded Yellow and Small White 
Butterflies.   A big unidentified grasshopper was hiding in the grass and Brian and Balazs 
encountered Common Tree Frog.  A Swallowtail-like butterfly which showed itself briefly 
only once, caused a major confusion and a debate over its identification.  Gillian was 
particularly adamant to give it a name, but after a while even she gave up.  

 

 

 

Our next destination was the fish ponds in the heart of Hortobagy National Park.  We arrived 
there in time for our al fresco lunch and soon after 
we were boarding the “choo-choo” train.   Once 
the train took off, the beauty of the wetland 
unfolded in front of us.  We passed Squacco 
Heron roosting at the water edge, Little 
Cormorant drying its wings on the top of a tree 
and Spoonbills flying over the marshes in the 
distance.  Two nests of Penduline Tits were also 
spotted as we passed by the edge of the wetland.   

As we arrived at the final stop, we were 
immediately greeted by the calls of Great Reed 
Warbler.  Balazs, however, had something else up 
his sleeve, and soon we were looking at a 
Moustached Warbler, which responded well to his 
lure.  Satisfied with the view, we moved on to a 
boardwalk leading to a viewing hides spaced 
around the wetland.  Booming Bitterns and a 
singing Savi’s Warbler accompanied our walk, 
but Beared Tit proved to be illusive and although 
reacted to the Balazs’s lure, it did not reveal itself 
for a satisfying view.   

As we reached the hide, we had a good view of two Squacco Herons 
and a few Caspian Gulls roosting on the edge of an island.  Balazs tried 
to lure Bearded Tit again and by leaving the speaker on the boardwalk, 
we were able to see one in full glory on the decking, at a short distance.   

We had a brisk walk to a Penduline Tit’s nest, but had to cut our visit 
short, when the train arrived.  Brian and myself, however, stayed a bit 
longer and we soon were rewarded with a good view of one busily 
weaving the nest.   But, a little while later, we all had prolonged views 
of a Penduline Tit, when the train stopped in front of a nest, which 

served as a perfect hide and gave us a chance to observe the bird from a close range. 
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We undertook a short ride again and walked a short distance to a rather wobbly viewing 
tower.  Sue and Brian stayed behind and enjoyed each other’s company in the presence of 
birdlife all around them.  From the top of the tower, we were able to see a number of 
wildfowl, including a pair of Ferruginous Duck.  A complete nest of Penduline Tit was also 
seen.  Savis’s Warbler played hide and seek with us, but eventually briefly revealed itself in 
full glory.  Hillary was taken by a Nightingale, which was singing in nearby bushes, but 
could not be seen.  Later, on the way back, Balazs stayed behind the group and lured the 
Nightingale for Hillary, who was absolutely ecstatic to see the bird just a few metres away 
from her.   

After re-uniting with Sue and Brian, we walked 
back along the railway track to the bus.  En 
route, we passed nest boxes, which at least four 
of them were occupied by Kestrel and one by 
the Long-eared Owl.  At some point, great 
confusion was caused by a Whitethroat singing 
in the bushes.  Some also managed to see a male 
Golden Oriole perching on the top of a tree. 

As we reached the car park, we were entertained 
by a female Bluethroat, which was busy 
collecting food next to the railway track.  Tim, Mike and Dorothy managed to see a colourful 
male earlier, but the bird was illusive for the rest of the group.   Balazs caught a Large 
Copper Butterfly, admired by us all. 

En route back to the hotel, we stopped briefly to watch a pair of Red-footed Falcon and a 
Roller, all sitting next to each on the electrical wire.   

After a short break at the chalets, we were on our way 
again to the restaurant for evening meal at 19:30.  
Tonight, liver-dumpling soup, was followed by chicken 
fillets with potato pancakes and salad.  For desert, we 
were served a Hungarian “tiramisu”.  Some of us finished 
off the meal with extra shots of palinka and brandy.  It 
was our last night here, so we needed to sort out the bills.  
Sue professionally handled the affair and the evening 
finished in good spirit.  

An inventory of the check list revealed that, altogether, 85 
species were recorded today.  There were 17 new species, 

of which Montagu’s Harrier, Long-eared Owl and Savi’s Warbler were not seen again on the 
trip.   

 

 

Day 4     25 May, Saturday 
 
The morning found us busy, because it was time to pack our 
belongings.  Our destination today was the Eger region, one of 
Hungary's 23 wine growing areas, and the Bukk National Park.  
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Before breakfast, birding was as good as always, and 15 species of birds were recorded by 
Jim.  Tim also saw a Syrian Woodpecker.  The rest of us were satisfied with a view of a 
Wryneck.  Both adults were actively feeding their chicks at the nest and we waited in 
anticipation to get a glimpse of them during their frequent visits.  At some point, a Hoopoe 
flew over. 

Breakfast followed at 8:00, with a complaint from Margaret (read Dorothy!) about the effect 
of palinka (consumed by her the previous night) on her sleep, resulting in nightmares through 
the night!  No more palinka for Dorothy then!  Jim, on the other hand, entertained us by 
sharing the culinary secret of consuming his delicacy: worms!  

Soon, suitcases were packed and off we left for the day.  Sue was “christened” a queen by the 
owner.  As we drove through rolling fields, we encountered a Roller on a wire and then on 
the bale of hay.   

We left our luggage trailer at the restaurant and headed for the fish ponds at the Hortobagy 
National Park.  At the park, we had a brief walk to a ringing station, which had an open day 

for schoolchildren.  After watching birds being taken out of 
the nets, we proceeded to the ringing chalet to see how the 
birds were being processed.  Here, we saw Reed Warbler, 
Sedge Warbler and Lesser Whitethroat, but the biggest 
excitement was generated by a possible Booted Warbler.  
The phone call was made to enquire about the details of its 
identification and later it was confirmed that indeed it was a 
first record of Booted Warbler for Hungary. 

An Icterine Warbler was 
active on the other side of the ponds, so we decided to walk 
around them to try to catch a glimpse of it.  As we crossed 
the railway, a female Bluethroat was sighted.  No sign of the 
male though.  Golden Oriole was calling in the distance.  Jim 
and Tim also managed to see a Ferruginous Duck and others 
spotted a Red Admiral Butterfly by the car park.   

 
Balazs was trying 
to lure the Icterine 
Warbler for us, but after a while some of us left.  
Those who stayed behind saw the bird quite well.            
We stopped at Hotobagy village for a cup of 
coffee.  The restaurant was busy and a local folk 
band accompanied our “siesta”.  A selection of 
curd cheese, apple and cherry strudel went down 
well with us.   

As we drove to the 
wetland, we passed by a 

group of White Storks, Great White Egret, Grey Heron, Purple 
Heron, Sedge Warbler, Night Heron and Moorhen.  White-winged 
Black Terns were flying close to the road, so we stopped to view 
them.  

The sun was shining when we arrived at the final destination and a 
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pair of Spotted Flycatchers welcomed us on arrival.  We took a walk across the vast expanse 
of wetland, where Whiskered Terns and Sedge Warblers were viewed on both sides of the 
path.  Small White and Eastern Bath White Butterflies were also active here.  Jim stayed 
behind and Tim tagged along behind the group to get shots of the birds along the way.  We 
finally reached a spot where we got a reasonable view of Red-necked Grebe and Ferruginous 
Ducks, along with big flocks of Great White Egrets and wildfowl.  However, to get a closer 
look, a further walk was required.  For some of us, it was too strenuous and Dorothy, Sue, 
and Lesley returned to the car.  Brian followed shortly afterwards.  We managed to reach the 
minibus just in time before the heavens opened.    

The rain was heavy and intense, but 
short and soon the sun shone on us 
again.  The rest of the group joined 
us soon after, with exciting news of 
seeing Great Crested, Red-necked 
and Black-necked Grebes, Garganey, 
Redshank, Purple Heron, Spoonbill 
and Black-winged Stilt.  Cranes were 
also heard in the distance.    The 
highlight for some though was a 

close view of Bearded Tit on the way back.  Brian was the only one who saw Curlew.  As we 
all gathered at the minibus, an unexpected Bittern flew across the reeds generating great 
excitement amongst us.   

We left the area at 16:00 and headed for the restaurant and a delayed lunch.  The hearty 
goulash/bean soup, coffee/tea and juice were most welcomed.  The owner, however, 
surprised us all and served apple and curd cheese strudel, on the house.  

Soon, we hit the road again.  As we drove through open countryside, a particularly dark phase 
of Common Buzzard caused some consternation.  Further along, we came across an eye-
catching postcard view, where in a small patch of wetland there were four Great White Egrets 
and two Purple Herons, while a male Red-footed Falcon was looking down on us from the 
top of a tree above them.           

We finally arrived at Tiszacsege, where we took a ferry across the river Tiszaby.   There was 
a colony of House Martins busily building their nests and Tim and myself made an attempt to 
capture the moment on camera, before boarding the ferry.   

On the other side of the river, we stopped briefly in a Barred Warbler’s breeding territory, 
known to us from the previous year’s trip.  However, despite Balazs’s lure, the bird kept 
silent.  We did not drive far, when we made another brief stop to listen to River Warbler, 
which sang in the bushes by the side of the road.  Here, we were able to view the bird well 
from the bus.  The stop was particularly fruitful, as a Black Woodpecker and Common Crane 
were also calling in the distance.    

Another short drive brought us to a sudden stop, when the fan belt of our minibus snapped.  
While Loly was fixing the car, we searched for a Little Owl.  Soon, we were admiring a little 
bird on the top of a lamp pole.  After recording a few other birds in the area, we boarded the 
bus again.  We drove through the countryside, where bright red Common Poppies Papaver 
rheoas filled both sides of the road, adding some colour to otherwise green fields in a rather 
monotonous countryside.   
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We had not driven far, when another 
sudden stop was made.  This time, a 
Short-eared Owl was spotted by Balazs on 
the top of a bale of hay.  Even Mike and 
Dorothy, cosily tucked away at the end of 
the bus, jumped out of the minibus with 
excitement!  We had a prolonged view of 
the bird.  In addition, Gillian rightly 
picked up the distinctively darker plumage 
of the Blue-headed Wagtail.  We were pressed for time, but another “compulsory” stop was 
made for a stunning sun-set.  

We arrived at our lovely hotel at a late 20:50. The Nomad 
hotel was conveniently situated on the outskirts of Noszvaj 
village and was run by the whole family; the parents, two 
brothers and lovely sister, Barbara.  Antique artefacts 
decorated the hotel beautifully and added a unique 
character to the place.   There was even a swimming pool 
and Jacuzzi, but as it turned out, the weather discouraged us 
from using them.    

 

At 21:30, we gathered again for our indulging dinner. A 
visit to the bar proceeded our dinner.  Equipped with 
the most desired drinks, we sat at a long dinner table, 
where scrumptious dishes started to appear one by one.  
A bullion noodle soup arrived first and was followed by 
a pork dish with savoury cabbage and rice.  Mouth-
melting beef in red wine with dumpling was next, 
followed by delicious duck.  A mousse type desert 
finished the meal off nicely.  Once we satisfied our 
hunger, humour filled the air.  Brian in particular, 
caused a hearty laughter, when he, during the inventory, 
proudly admitted seeing a “tit”!  Tired, but in good 
spirit, we parted to our rooms.   

Altogether, 97 species were recorded today, with 
Shoveler, Water Rail, Redshank, Common Tern, Little 
and Short-eared Owls, River and Icterine Warblers, 
Spotted Flycatcher and Penduline Tit recorded only 
today on this trip.  Forking Larkspur Consolida regalis, Purple Mullein Verbascum 
phoeniceum and Musk Thistle Carduus nutans were most notable plants encountered today.  

 

 
Day 5    26 May, Sunday 
 
We all enjoyed our special breakfast with different choices of cereal, cold and hot dishes, 
fruit and even cakes and waffles. The hotel grounds were rich in birds and before we left 
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some of us managed to add Linnet and Great Tit to the bird list.  A Serin had a nest close to 
the entrance of the hotel and Tim positioned himself in the early hours to take winning shots.   

Soon after we left the hotel, we stopped on the top of 
a small hill, which gave us a great view over the 
valley and served as a good vantage point for raptors.  
Here, Short-toed Eagle and two Common Buzzards 
soon drew our attention.  However, the star bird was a 
Syrian Woodpecker which appeared from nowhere 
and flew within close range.   Tim immediately 
spotted a patch of meadow flowers and was glued to 
them for some time (drawing others attention as 
well).  The honey bees visited the flowers for nectar 

and carried the pollen in their pollen bags, giving 
perfect photo opportunities.  

 

 

 

 

 

A stroll along the road a bit further in 
search of Barred Warbler, produced Clouded Yellow butterfly, Corn Bunting and Red-backed 
Shrike.  Interesting selection of plants was also noted, including Meadow Salsify Tragopogon 
pratensis, Red Clover Trifolium pratense, Cornflower Centaurea cyanus and Ribbed Melliot 
Melilotus officinalis, amongst others.   

We proceeded further and arrived at a forest, where we had a quick coffee break by the side 
of the road.  As we entered picturesque meadow, a Nightingale was singing his heart out, but 
only a few of us managed to see it.  An unidentified colourful big beetle run between the 
grass.  From here, we walked a fair distance through meadows filled with colour and scent.  
The flora was varied and the more interesting species included Cypress Spurge Euphorbia 
cyparisias, Blue Bugle Ajuga genevensis and Dropwort Filipendula vulgaris. 
 
Soon we came to a beautiful valley surrounded by forested hills, where a Bee-eater colony 
had successfully established itself in the past 
few years. We found only four Bee-eaters and it 
is possible that not all of them have arrived 
yet.  Our stay here was fruitful and we also 
saw a Sparrowhawk, Blackcap, Golden 
Oriole, Rook, Honey Buzzard and four 
Starlings.  The Chestnut Heath and Common 
Blue butterflies were also seen here.  The 
weather turned for the worse and soon 
gradually one by one, we returned to the bus, 
just before the heavens opened.   
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Jim, in the meantime, found a Green Lizard in the old tree truck for us.  A quick lunch 
followed and we took off in the direction of the hotel. 
 
Despite the rather discouraging weather, the spirit of the group was high and, in no time at 
all, the whole bus (with some exceptions) was singing along to Beetles tunes, that Tim 
“broadcasted” for us.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We arrived back to the hotel at 14:30 with the plan to undertake a walk in a nearby forest 
behind the hotel.  However, the rain intensified and we suspended all the activity for the 
afternoon.  Instead, we devoted time to catching up on sleeping, resting, writing postcards, 
etc.    
 
Refreshed and recharged, we gathered again at 17:45 to 
undertake a short drive to the local Thummerers Pince 
cellars, for some wine testing and dinner.  Éva 
Thummerer, the daughter of the owner of the winery, 
welcomed us warmly and led us to the cellars, carved 
into tufa rock (25-million-year-old volcanic rock) in the 
hillside.  Here, she gave us a thorough introduction into 
the estate history and wine production.  The cellars 
were well over 100 years old and once belonged to an 
aristocratic Hungarian family. They remained in the 
hands of a Hungarian count until 1949, when they were 
taken over by the state to become a cooperative cellar.  Finally, the Thummerers (which made 
the shift from the flower business to the wine business in 1982) took the cellars back into 
private hands in 1984.  The estate is led by Vilmos Thummerer, a first generation winemaker, 
now with 84 hectares of vineyard and 30 employees.   Today, the winery produces a total of 
around 400,000 bottles a year of 30 different types of wines.  Thirty percent of wine produced 

is distributed to six countries.   
 
We walked through tunnels of which 2,000 
square meters were carved by hand and a 
further 2,000 square meters were added by 
drill in 2002.  We were intrigued by the 
mosaic of fungi growing on the walls.  Éva 
explained that fungi provide stable 
conditions (10-12oC and 85% humidity) for 
wine maturing and mellowing. 

  13



It was a very interesting tour, but we were happy to see daylight again and proceed to a 
fabulous restaurant built in a cave cut into the rock, a short distance from the cellars.  We 
were seated at big wooden tables and our feast began.  Dinner started with Királyleányka 
2011 and a lovely cheese, sliced apples and bread platter that satisfied our immediate hunger.  
This was followed by a light Kékfrankos-Merlot Rose 2012 and a succession of fantastic, 
authentic peasant dishes prepared in a large, wood-fired oven.  The dishes were piled onto the 
table in quick succession. These included tender chicken on a vegetable bed and huge 
portions of pork knuckle on a bed of stewed vegetables with onions and garlic.  The latter 

was fatty but so soft and delicious that it did not seem heavy or 
overwhelmingly unhealthy at all; especially alongside an easy-
drinking Charonnay Barrique 2011, tasty Egri Bikavér 2009, 
Cabernet Sauvignon 2009 and full bodied Muscat Ottonek 2011.  

Delicious pastries filled with curd 
cheese were served for the desert.  
The whole feast was completed 
with a Törköly pálinka (made 
from the skin and seeds left over 
in the wine press), but only some 
of us were brave enough to drink 
it.  Everybody had their favourite 
wines and some of us left the 
restaurant with one or two bottles.  

Mellow but content, we arrived back at the hotel and decided to finish off the day with the 
inventory of the check list.  The owner opened a conference room for us, and with coffees, 
brandies and more red wine we proceeded with the check list.  There were one or two 
distractions; including Tim’s concern about the tick that he believed launched itself on his 
neck.   Bravely, I offered to look at it, but it turned out to be one of Tim’s “old-age spots”.   

Altogether, 42 species were recorded today, with Jay, Honey Buzzard, Sparrowhawk Short-
toed Eagle, Linnet and Yellowhammer recorded for the first time.  The latter four species 
were not seen again. 

 

Day 6     27 May, Monday  

We started a day with a wonderful culinary adventure, as Brian rightly pointed out (while 
making his choices for breakfast).  Jim and Tim, on the other hand, had a different adventure 
prior to breakfast and added to the bird list our first Nuthatch, Robin and Red Squirrel.  In 
addition, as we gathered later at the minibus, a Grey-headed Woodpecker called in the 
distance.  

With our lunch packed, we took off at 9:00 am for our last day of the tour.  We were aiming 
for a nearby forest in hope that cold weather would not affect the activity of the birds.   
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We soon ventured into a mixed deciduous forest where we immediately came across a 
Nightingale and Hawfinch crossing the road.  We tried to reach a little quarry, where Rock 
Buntings bred in the past, but the stream was too full and fierce and 
a “bridge” too unstable and slippery for us to cross.  Instead, we tried 
to view a Long-tailed Tit, which was calling along with a 
Whitethroat.  Interesting plants were noted here as well, and those 
including Peach-leaved Bellflower Campanula persicifolia and 
Dusky Cranesbill Geranium phaeum.  

Soon we were in the car again and took a short 
ride.  A Great Spotted Woodpecker was 
pointed out to us by Sue.  We arrived at a high 
elevation meadow overlooking a forested 
valley and hills.  Here, we had a brief stop for 
a coffee, and immediately a wonderful Lady Orchid, Orchid purpurea, 
was spotted.  Honey and Common Buzzards entertained us for a while, 
Hawfinch was seen on the top of a tree and a Blackcup was singing its 
heart out.  A Roman Snail and Dor Beetle were also found.  

We drove further through the forest and 
then undertook a walk.  To view a pair of 

Collared Flycatcher busily attending the nest was a great bonus.  
In the course of a walk, we saw another two pairs doing just that.  
A peculiar voice was suddenly heard, which generated a lot of 
discussion and confusion, but in the end, it turned out to be a 
Song Thrush with a rather unusual call.  Unfortunately, Red-
breasted Flycatcher was nowhere to be seen and we had to be 
satisfied with a Wren, Wood Warbler, whose song was echoed 
throughout the forest, and fresh foraging signs of a Black 
Woodpecker. 

After an al fresco lunch, we undertook another bumpy drive a bit further until we came out of 
the forest to a bright open space and a colourful meadow rich in plants.  Red-backed Shrike 
and a pair of Common Buzzards welcomed us on 
arrival.  A quick coffee break followed and then a 
walk along the edge of the forest.  Jim and Sue 
stayed behind and Mike and Lesley joined them 
shortly.  Also, Brian soon “ran out of puff” and, 
accompanied by myself, returned to the car.   The 
wind was rather cold and strong, so birding was 
not particularly rewarding.  However, a Short-
toed Treecreeper and a flock of Hawfinches were 

seen and a 
Turtle 
Dove was heard by some.  Balazs’s imitation of a 
Pygmy Owl caused some commotion amongst Marsh 
Tits.    

An hour’s drive back to the hotel followed, with a 
short break to search for raptors and then a surprise 
stop at Eger, where Balazs led us to a day roost of 
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Noctule Bats.  It took a while to locate them squeezed in the narrow crevice, but the torch 
illuminated two bats well and we had a good view of them.  Goldfinch, Greenfinch and 
Starling were also seen here.  Satisfied, we called it a day and headed for the hotel and our 
last dinner.   

A four course meal in the 
evening concluded our 
tour beautifully.  We 
started with pork 
medallions with 
cranberry sauce, followed 
by a vegetable soup and 
two large main course 
dishes: turkey with 
apples, raisins and rice, and beef on the bone served with a bouquet of mixed vegetables and 
garlic bread filled with spinach.  A milk/plum cake was served for desert.   All these were 
washed down with red wine, beer and soft drinks generously offered by Sue to us all!   

After such a feast, some of us expressed very little interest in going Scops Owl “hunting”, in 
contrast to the initial enthusiasm on the bus.  So, when the late evening outing was announced 
again, only three people were keen to continue birdwatching into the night: Gillian, Hillary 
and Mike B.  The rest of us were happy to continue feeling mellow and social.  Mike L. 
offered a round and conversation and laughter continued until 22:15, when we finally decided 
that it was getting too late to wait for the birding group. 

In the meantime, Gillian, Hillary and Mike had a great time.  Although, they did not see the 
Scops Owl, a bird responded well to Balazs’s lure.  Corncrake was also heard and one of the 
frog species Rana spp. was serenading well into the night.  On the way back, they were all 
amused by the Nightjar and a young Jay, who dangerously placed themselves on the road.      

Altogether, we saw 47 birds today.  Corncrake, Scops Owl, Chiffchaff and Grey-headed 
Woodpecker were recorded for the first time on this trip, but some were only heard.   

 
Day 7     28 May, Tuesday 
 
We had our breakfast again at a very respectable 8:00 am and by 9:00 am we were all packed 
and ready for our long journey to the airport.  It was hard to say good-bye to this lovely hotel 
and its hospitable owners, particularly Barbara and her mum, who were taking such a good 
care of us.    
We broke our journey with a short stop at a shopping centre with toilet facilities.  Balazs used 
his coffee machine for the first time and we all had a taste of his, famously advertised, 
Brazilian coffee and biscuits.  Tim wasted no time and chased a Crested Lark on the nearby 
lawn. 

Soon it was time to say goodbye to our guide Balazs and driver Loly, as we arrived to the 
airport.  Sadly, our holiday came to an end.  

 

Bozena: “Thank you all for being such a happy and easy-going group!   
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All these precious 

moments… 
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Birds recorded on the trip (142) 

 

Greater Crested Grebe Black-winged Stilt Savi’s Warbler 
Red-necked Grebe Lapwing  River Warbler
Blach-necked Grebe Redshank  Reed Warbler  
Little Grebe Curlew Booted Warbler
Cormorant Black-headed Gull  Great Reed Warbler
Little Cormorant Caspian Gull Moustached Warbler
Bittern  Common Tern  Sedge Warbler  
Squacco Heron Black Tern   Icterine Warbler 
Night Heron White-winged Black Tern  Lesser Whitethroat 
Great White Egret Whiskered Tern   Whitethroat 
Purple Heron Wood Pigeon Blackcap  
Grey Heron  Feral Pigeon/Rock Dove Barred Warbler  
Spoonbill Collard Dove  Wood Warbler 
Glossy Ibis Turtle Dove Chiffchaff   
White Stork  Cuckoo  Spotted Flycatcher
Mute Swan  Little Owl Collared Flycatcher 
Greylag Goose Scops Owl Bearded Tit
Mallard Long-eared Owl Penduline Tit 
Gadwall Short-eared Owl Long-tailed Tit  
Wigeon Nightjar Marsh Tit  
Teal Swift  Blue Tit  
Garganey Hoopoe Great Tit 
Shoveler Bee-eater Nuthatch  
Pochard Roller Short-toed Treecreeper
Ferruginous Duck Wryneck Wren
Marsh Harrier Black Woodpecker   Red-backed Shrike
Montagu's Harrier Syrian Woodpecker Lesser Grey Shrike
Sparrowhawk   Grey-headed Woodpecker  Jay   
Common Buzzard  Green Woodpecker Magpie  
Honey Buzzard Middle Spotted Woodpecker Rook  
Honey Buzzard Great Spotted Woodpecker Hooded Crow 
Imperial Eagle Skylark Jackdaw 
Lesser Spotted Eagle Crested Lark Raven
Short-toed Eagle Sand Martin Golden Oriole   
White-tailed Eagle House Martin Starling   
Saker Falcon Swallow Tree Sparrow   
Hobby  White Wagtail House Sparrow 
Kestrel Blue-headed Wagtail Chaffinch   
Red-footed Falcon Nightingale Serin   
Pheasant  Bluethroat   Linnet   
Common Quail Robin  Greenfinch
Corncrake Stonechat Goldfinch  
Water Rail Whinchat Hawfinch 
Moorhen   Black Redstart  Corn Bunting
Coot   Wheatear  Yellowhammer 
Common Crane   Blackbird  Reed Bunting 
Great Bustard Song Thrush  
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Other animals seen on the trip 
 

Mammals 
 

1 Capreolus capreolus Roe Deer 
2 Lepus europaeus Brown Hare 
3 Nyctalus noctula  Noctule Bat 
4 Sciurus vulgaris European Squirrel 

 

 

Amphibians, Reptiles & Molluscs  

1 Bombina bombina Fire-bellied Toad 
2 Bufo viridis Green Toad 
3 Emys orbicularis Pond Terrapin 
4 Helix pomatia Roman Snail 
5 Hyla arborea Common Tree Frog 
6 Lacerta viridis Green Lizard 
7 Rana sp. True frog spp. 

 
 

Butterflies  
 

1 Anthocharis cardamines Orange Tip 
2 Coenonympha glycerion Chestnut Heath 
3 Coenonympha pamphilus Small Heath 
4 Colias crocea Clouded Yellow 
5 Colias hyale Pale Clouded Yellow 
6 Cupido minimus Little Blue 
7 Lycaena dispar Large Copper 
8 Maniola jurtina Meadow Brown  
9 Papilio machaon Swallowtail 
10 Pieris rapae Small White 
11 Plebejus argyrognomon Reverdin’s Blue 
12 Polyommatus icarus Common Blue 
13 Pontia edusa Eastern Bath White 
14 Vanessa atalanta Red Admiral 

 
 

 
Other Insects 

 
 
 

 Latin English 
1 Apis spp Honey Bee 

2 Bombus lucorum White-tailed Bumblebee 

3 Calliphora vomitoria Blue Bottle Fly  

4 Coccinella 7-punctata Seven-spot  Ladybird 

5 Dolycoris baccarum Sloe Bug  

6 Geotrupes spp  Dor Beetle 

7 Orthetrum albistylum  White-tailed Skimmer 

8 Pterophorus pentadactyla White Plume Moth 

9 Scarabaeus sp. a Dung Beetle 

10 Vespa crabro European Hornet  
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List of some plants seen on the trip 

 
 Latin English 
1 Acer campestre Field Maple 
2 Achillea millefolium Yarrow 
3 Ajuga genevensis Blue Bugle 
4 Anchusa officinalis Alkanet 
5 Amorpha fruticosa Desert False Indigo 
6 Anthyllis vulneraria Kidney Vetch 
7 Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort 
8 Asarum europaeum Asarabacca 
9 Betula pendula Silver Birch 

10 Butomus umbellatus Flowering-rush 
11 Campanula persicifolia Peach-leaved Bellflower 
12 Carduus nutans  Musk Thistle 
13 Carpinus betulus Hornbeam 
14 Chaerophyllum spp. Chervil  
15 Centaurea cyanus Cornflower 
16 Chrysosplenium alternifolium Alternate-leaved Golden Saxifrage 
17 Consolida orientalis Eastern Larkspur 
18 Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed 
19 Erodium cicutarium Common Stork’s-bill 
20 Euphorbia cyparissias Cypress Spurge 
21 Filipendula vulgaris Dropwort 
22 Fragaria vesca Wild Strawberry 
23 Galeobdolon luteum Yellow Archangel 
24 Galium cruciata Crosswort 
25 Geranium phaeum Dusky Crane’s-bill 
26 Geranium sanguineum Bloody Crane’s-bill 
27 Hedera halix Ivy 
28 Hesperis matronalis candida Dame’s violet 
29 Juglans regia Walnut 
30 Knautia arvensis Field Scabious 
31 Lamium album White Dead-nettle 
32 Larix decidua European Larch 
33 Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling 
34 Lathyrus latifolius Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea 
35 Lilium martagon  Martagon Lily 
36 Lunaria annua Honesty 
37 Lychnis flos-cuculi Ragged-robin 
38 Matricaria matricarioides Pineappleweed 
39 Medicago lupulina Black Medick 
40 Melilotus officinalis Ribbed Melilot 
41 Orchis purpurea Lady Orchid 
42 Papaver rheoas Common Poppy 
43 Phragmites australis Common Reed 
44 Picea abies Norway Spruce 
45 Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine 
46 Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain 
47 Plantago major Greater Plantain 
48 Polygonum persicaria Redshank 
49 Populus alba White Poplar 
50 Prunus cerasifera Cherry Plum 
51 Ranunculus ficaria Celandine 
52 Robinia pseudacacia False Acacia 
53 Rorippa sylvestris Creeping Yellowcress  
54 Rosa canina Dog Rose 
55 Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel 
56 Salvia nemerosa Wild Sage 
57 Silene viscosa  Sticky Catchly  
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Continued… 

 
58 Symphytum officinale Common Comfrey 
59 Thymus serpyllum Thyme  
60 Tragopogon pratensis Meadow Salsify 
61 Trapa natans Water Chestnut 
62 Trifolium arvense Hare’s-foot Clover 
63 Trifolium pratense Red Clover 
64 Trifolium repens White Clover 
65 Thymus serpyllum Thyme 
66 Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed 
67 Tussilago farfara Colt’s-foot 
68 Typha angustifolia Lesser Bulrush 
69 Urtica dioica Common Nettle 
70 Verbascum blattaria Moth Mullein 
71 Verbascum phoeniceum Purple Mullein 
72 Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell 
73 Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch 
74 Vicia lutea Yellow Vetch 

  

 

 

 

Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea Lathyrus latifolius 

         Dusky Crane’s-bill Geranium phaeum 

 

 

 

 

Blue Bugle Ajuga genevensis                          Dame’s Violet Hesperis matronalis 

 

 

 

        Martagon Lily Lilium martagon 

 

 

   Desert False Indigo Amorpha fruticosa 
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